2020
Annual Review

We as members of the Family Justice Young People’s Board (FJYPB)
reflect on the work which we have undertaken during 2020 and its
impact.
The FJYPB currently has over 70 members
aged 7-25 years from across England and
Wales.
We have a direct experience of public or
private law proceedings or a passion for the
rights of children and young people.
We successfully recruited 27 new members
in May 2020.

Cafcass is the sponsor of the FJYPB and in the last year they have increased
funding to expand the team by enabling the support officer role to become
full time and to appoint our first FJYPB Apprentice. The other members of the
FJYPB Support Team are an assistant director of Cafcass who has lead
responsibility for the FJYPB; a Cafcass Head of Practice and the FJYPB coordinator who support the FJYPB.
The team facilitates many of the FJYPB commissions and supports members
to engage with commissions and with stakeholders.
The FJYPB also continue to receive funding from Cafcass Cymru and the
National Association of Child Contact Centres (NACCC) for the commissions
we undertake on their behalf.

We take part in a wide variety of
commissions with our stakeholders. Due to
the COVID-19 pandemic and restrictions we
have been creative in how we engage with
our stakeholders. Most of our commission
have taken place via Zoom or Microsoft
Teams.
Which include:
•

Interviews panel for practice staff.

•

Research Projects.

•

Workshops.

•

Presentations.

•

Develop and deliver training.

•

Reviewing policy and practice.

•

Developing child friendly resources
and tools for practitioners.

FJYPB Lead Roles
This year we have introduced a lead
role for some of our members who
have an interest in a specific issue.
The members hold these post for 12
months, when we will open the role
out and appoint a new lead. The
lead role requires member to
support the FJYPB and our
stakeholders on matters that relate
to their lead role, attend workshops
and meetings, to update the whole
board on any projects or
developments they are working on
and consider any areas of work they
would like the FJYPB to work on.
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To raise the awareness of the impact of domestic abuse on children and young people.
Host the Voice of the Child Live Webinars (alternative to VOTC )2020.
To continue to work with the Department for Education to increase awareness within school of
issues facing children and young people in family justice and of how schools can support them.
Improving or developing an effective communications strategy to engage all stakeholders to
ensure we can effectively share our tools, resources and key messages to have a wider impact.

To continue to raise the awareness of the effects on family law proceedings on the mental health
of children and young people.
Working with partners to secure outcome letters for all children at the end of their proceedings.

Our response to Covid-19
Since March 2020 and the introduction of the Covid-19 restrictions the FJYPB have
adapted and continued their work via video conferencing, emails and telephone calls.
Covid-19 has impacted on all stakeholders across the family justice system and we
have been creative in how we can continue to support them whilst ensuring the Voice
of the Child is central to any decisions made about how they engage with the children
and young people they support.

What we did:
1. We have developed a Thank-You Video for all professionals working across the Family Justice
System
2. We have provided feedback and input into how CAFCASS can engage and work with children
and young people online
3. We have published a COVID-19 information booklet for Children and Young People which is
packed full of great advice. The booklet includes ‘top tips’ for keeping in touch with family
and friends, how to make the best of being at home, and what to do if feeling unsafe or
unwell. FJYPB members also give their thoughts on how COVID-19 is affecting them.
4. We have been creative in how we engage with each other and our stakeholders, utilising online resources including Zoom.

Impact of domestic abuse on children and young people
•

Domestic Abuse was the theme of this year’s Voice of the Child three Live webinars. Each of
the webinars were focused on a different aspect of domestic abuse.
1. Covid-19 and Domestic Abuse: The Impact on Children and Young People.
2. Domestic Abuse: The Effects and Impact on Children and Young People.
3. Domestic Abuse: The Family Court’s Responsibilities for Children and Young People.

•
•
•
•

We have the FJYPB Top Tips for working with Children and Young People who have
experienced domestic abuse.
We worked closely with Cafcass and their Learning and Development Board to develop a tool
for practitioners to explore children and young people’s experiences of domestic abuse.
Some of our members met with the Designated Domestic Abuse Commissioner, Nicole Jacobs
and discussed the Commissioners priorities and sought opportunities to work collaboratively.
We will be continuing our work throughout 2021 and developing a National Charter for
children and young people effected by domestic abuse. We aim to get all our stakeholders in
family justice to sign up to our outlined principles.

Information for children and young people
•

•
•

We have worked with Cafcass to redevelop their feedback forms for children and young
people and formed part of the new Family Forum that will offer the opportunity for those
children and young people who offer feedback to Cafcass to meet with a member of the FJYPB
for a peer to peer discussion.
Some members worked with the National Association of Child Contact Centres (NACCC) in the
redevelopment of their website and the introductions of some illustrative books.
During 2021 we want to continue to work with our stakeholders to secure outcome letters for
children and we want to work with social workers to share their recommendations in court
reports with the children and young people they are supporting.

Equality, Diversity and Inclusion
•

•
•

•

This year the FJYPB have been impacted by the death of George Floyd in America and our
members wanted to respond by raising the challenges that black and minority ethnic children
and young people can often face in family law proceedings.
One of our members wrote an article in the Cafcass intranet sharing her thoughts on Black
Lives matter.
This year we have established a team of members who have the lead role with Equality,
Diversity and Inclusion. Their role is to support our stakeholders in related matters, raise key
issues to all board members and support the FJYPB to ensure we are inclusive to all our
members.
In 2021 we will be working to develop a National Charter for Equality, Diversity and Inclusion.
We aim to get all our stakeholders in family justice to sign up to our outlined principles.

2020 Live Webinars
Between 26-30 October 2020 we held our annual Voice of
the Child conference. This year, due to the Covid-19
restrictions, the conference was adapted into three
webinars exploring the theme of domestic abuse.

The webinars were hosted via Zoom and led by FJYPB members and we looked at:
•
•
•

Covid-19 and domestic abuse: The impact on children and young people
Domestic abuse: The effects and impact on children and young people
Domestic abuse: The family court’s responsibilities for children and young people

HIGHLIGHTS
• Powerful and emotive ‘In My
Shoes’ from FJYPB members who
shared
their
personal
experiences of domestic abuse.
• Interactive Mentimeter polls and
surveys
that
encouraged
attendees to use their mobile
phones to vote on several key
questions. A live and on-screen
visual
representation
was
available for all to see the
responses and comments.
• Targeted workshops to hold key
discussions on specific issues
related to domestic abuse.

FEEDBACK
“You did a superb job… what an incredibly professional webinar…
honestly, it’s probably the best one I’ve ever attended”.

“These young people are amazing! Getting is thinking and
committing to do more and then to be asked to come back and
say what we have done!!! Well done to all for arranging such a
great conference”.

• Keynote presentations from
Vicky Ford MP, Sir Andrew
McFarlane, President of the
Family Division, Alex Chalk
MP, Parliamentary Secretary of
State for the Ministry of Justice
and Cafcass Chief Executive,
Jacky Tiotto.

EVERY webinar

received 5 / 5
Stars

“The FJPYB is the ‘Rolls Royce’ of children’s participation in a public sector service. Members of the board are excited
about their work and their thinking and preparation for commissions is exceptional. They are passionate about sharing
their experiences and determined to help other young people as a result. The way they share their stories and ask for
change in response is always honest, humbling, and impossible to ignore. I have deep respect for every member, and I
am so thankful they are willing to give us their time. They make a huge difference to many lives. Thank you!!!”
Jacky Tiotto Chief Executive, Cafcass

“Being the link Cafcass board member to the FJYPB has got to be one of the best opportunities to have on the board!
The value they bring through their first-hand experience of the Family Justice System, both in public and private law is
invaluable. Their voice really ensures that everyone of us stays focused on the job at hand: to make sure services for
children in all contexts are the best they can be. I am privileged to be able to spend significant time with the FYJPB
members and being able to take what I learn from them into everything I do in my professional life across services for
children. The last year has been hard for everyone, but the tenacity and determination of the FJYPB members has not
waned. In fact, they seem even more determined than ever to make sure their voice is heard and has impact for
children. I have seen them go from strength to strength and over this period carve an even more independent path for
the FYJPB that enables all professionals who work with children to benefit from their expertise and experience”.
Sophie Humphreys OBE Cafcass board member

“If I had to put my experience on the FJYPB into one word it would be empowerment. Giving us, the children and young
people, the opportunity to be heard and to bring on positive change within the family justice system is just incredible.
Within the 6 months I have been involved on the FJYPB, I have become a totally different person. The skills and
experiences I have gained will stay with me a lifetime. We are a community of like-minded children and young people
and together sharing our experiences we are powerful. Hearing our fellow board members experiences is inspiring and
has taught me that the past does not define who we are. The positive impact we have on society is so rewarding. All
the hurt from my past is getting less and less given the chance to work with other young people to ensure that justice is
served to future generations. A big thanks to all the FJYPB coordinators and support team who make this happen –
without you we would not have this privilege”!
Lisa FJYPB member

“I regularly tell people that joining the FJYPB is one of the best things I have ever done. Before joining the FJYPB I tried
my best to forget and bury everything that happened to me as a child. Now I’m far more confident and able to
capitalise on that experience. Being a member of the Board is a unique and amazing opportunity to use the negative
experience I had as a child going through family court proceedings to improve the system for the benefit of other
children and young people. Bringing a unique insight and challenging professionals across the family justice system to
think about the consequences of their decision on children and young people is thoroughly rewarding. I am regularly
inspired by my peers on the Board and I’m determined to do my best to bring change and improvement to family justice
alongside them.”
Ben FJYPB member

