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FJYPB
Priority

1. Improving children and
young people’s
participation in and
experience of their
proceedings.

. The FIYPB will
continue to work with
Cafcass and partners
on a range of areas to
further amplify
children’s voices and
improve children’s
experiences.

Links to Cafcass Priorities 1,
7 and 9.

FJYPB Priorities 2024-2025

Workplan update

Contribute to Take Me Seriously programme, supporting Cafcass with script
development and animation of 6 information videos. 15t video, ‘Letting you know how
we help’ and 2" video, ‘Sharing Recommendations’, completed.

Planning underway to create the 3™ video in February 2025, with dates to be agreed
for co-creation of remainder of programme.

Parenting Plan — Cafcass’ National Commissioning Team has translated views and
feedback from the FJYPB into a new Parenting Plan — Our Child’s Plan.

Contributed to the redesign of the Improving Child and Family Arrangements (ICFA)
service. Child-centred proposal has been included.

Contribute to the improvement of children’s and young people’s experiences of
private law proceedings. This includes work being undertaken with:

Private Law Pathfinder

Cafcass Working Group; Relationship with Children in private law - FYPB review of
child engagement tools and resources has been completed, and feedback has been
provided to the working group.

Creating a Safe Family Time guide for professionals — this has been completed and
shared.

To meet with and agree a work programme with Local Authority lead professionals.
Meetings completed with around 40 LA’s. Future actions / projects to be taken
forward will be agreed early 2025.

Current FJYPB recruitment campaign is focused on children and young people with
public law experience.

Children and young people have access to information that explains Cafcass,
the court process, what they can expect to happen, how they will be engaged
and be heard, and where they can get support from.

Supporting the 25,000 families who access the Parenting Plan each year to
keep their children’s best interests and needs at the heart of arrangements.
Children and young people will be involved in the creation of their Parenting Plan
and will receive a summary of this.

Children and young people will be clear about the purpose and aims of the ICFA
service and will be better engaged throughout the referral and programme
stages.

Influence the work undertaken with and for children in private law proceedings.
Review and design of resources to be used in direct work with children and
young people.

Children will be the priority for professionals when considering their family time,
both within and beyond proceedings. Guidance will support professionals in
enabling children to actively participate in the decisions about their lives, by
expressing their own views and tailoring family time to children’s individual
needs. Professionals will be able to explain to children how and why they think
their family time is safe.

To work collaboratively with Local Authorities to increase the voices of children
and young people who are in public law proceedings (45,000 in 2023-24), and in
supporting recruitment to the FJYPB of children and young people with public
law experience.


https://cafcass-website.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/Taking+me+seriously+-+letting+you+know+how+we+help.mp4
https://cafcass-website.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/Taking+me+seriously+-+letting+you+know+how+we+help.mp4

FJYPB Priority

2. Impact of domestic abuse to children and young people,
expanding our focus to include all types of abuse and harmful
parenting.

. Cafcass worked with more than 137,000 children in proceedings in
2023-24; it is estimated that around 60% may have experienced
domestic abuse. We will continue to work with Cafcass and others to
share our lived experiences and to provide feedback and ideas
around further strengthening practice where domestic abuse and
harmful parenting is known or alleged.

Links to Cafcass Priority 2

Links to Family Justice Board Private Law Priority 3: Improve the
experiences of children and survivors of domestic abuse involved in private
law proceedings.

3. Increasing awareness about family separation and change within
schools.

. FJYPB members identified a need within schools for discussion about
family separation and change.

Links to Cafcass Priority 9

4. Reducing delay in the family courts
. Continue our focus with Cafcass, PRFD, MoJ and others on reducing
delay for children who are in proceedings.

Links to Cafcass Priority 8

Links to Family Justice Board’s 2024-2025 Public Law Priorities 1, 2
and 3 and Private Law Priorities 1 and 2, centred around reducing
delay.

5. Promoting the uniqueness of neurodivergent children and young
people.

Links to Cafcass Priorities 1 and 9

Continue to co-chair the Living With and Experience of Domestic
Abuse Practice Reference Group (with SafeLives).

VOTC conference 2024 — members created the content for and
delivered the conference in July 2024, with a focus on children’s
experience and impact of domestic abuse and harmful parenting.

Following discussions with the DfE and introduction to the PSHE
Association the FJYPB has helped develop a school lesson plan,
to help teachers explore with children the impact of changes in
families.

Resource has now been completed and was launched on
18/09/24 via the PSHE Association website.

DfE is supporting promotion, and aim is to pilot in selected
school/s and evaluate.

Members will meet with Cafcass, PRFD, MoJ and HMCTS to
review actions taken to reduce delay — next meeting is being
planned for early 2025.

FJYPB attendance at annual regional Performance Boards within
Cafcass areas with a focus on delay for children in local areas.
FJYPB attendance twice yearly at LFJB Chairs network meetings
and annual LFJB conference. The FJYPB has a focus on delay
with LFJBs and has challenged them to consider how children
and young people’s voices can be best represented within their
areas.

Create Top Tips for working with children and young people who are

neurodiverse.
This has been completed and was launched at the VOTC on 25"
July 2024.

Ensures the voices, needs and interests of children and young people who
experience domestic abuse are listened to, are at the centre of and
influential in further developing and improving practice. Children and young
people’s input has shaped how work is undertaken with children to
understand what life is like for them and improvement in practice builds
confidence and trust for children and young people about the quality of this

Engaging in discussion with and sharing our experiences and key messages
to professionals from across family justice. Improving professionals
understanding about how harmful parenting impacts children and young
people and setting the FJYPB challenge, for which we will continue to seek
feedback about progress and impact.

At its peak we had 499 attendees join the conference (an increase of 18%
from our conference in 2023) with an excellent feedback rating of 4.79 (out
of 5). Attendees shared actions they would take forward in response to our
key take-aways and 2024 challenge.

In the year ending March 2023 there were an estimated 3.8 million children
living in separated families. This school lesson resource, developed with
FJYPB members, aims to eventually reach all school aged children in KS3
and will help them have a better understanding of changes in families and of
why and when family courts may become involved.

Key learning outcomes:

Impact of proceedings and family separation on children and young
people.

Childrens rights when families change.

Role of the family courts.

The roles of professionals and why and when they become involved.
How to support a friend experiencing proceedings.

Children and young people are able to challenge key stakeholders on what
actions they are taking to reduce delay, holding decision-makers to account.
Delay is reducing following the FJYPB challenge set in 2022 around not
normalising this.

This will help children and young people who are neurodiverse, creating Top
Tips based on their own experiences and insight. This will also help
professionals consider how they can effectively engage children and young
people in services and support. We will ask Cafcass staff and other
professionals for feedback about the impact of this in their work.



C
afcass Practice Week

Attendees 217

& oo TR

safe Fam
The Famity uatice Youek. peopie’s mrd (ESPBH have crest
al experiente i

pefiacting = shels pecso®
oy Ve you 1% :r.\m\ds hen racam

—— _ansdeing i T e, The

ne yout priaF
nold pacentd nﬁuuns\hl\m‘unhen

. mmeqandwe\( e 0 sl\uu\dﬂvﬂ‘\ﬂ
ity e et aialty 2 ey W
ces that e qafery wd W wettane ©F the il © naramuun'k. and you T i %
i the Aucind heing (oade 0 raurt
qafe 204 b(l\eﬁrﬂ s jmportant 4 help s hu\\d of ¢ AT
perend cad hatm e At
it g a0 E05° s ditrens 08 funther harm. 0¥ anangem:n

e s E ne maesd

a-makig around T o Famity TAPE e oy be fen 8

weohved 30 the n\annms and o A
1 v et shore B e e feeing

B et and nesd YT

e AR Tum rangements W st and B wat
el us shout e arrangements 1 auppan?

 wie epert 34 qend e be
care, nvass: 80 yasure w3 alwed 12
o wenesd taferd canfient A yau il haahkwte\\ s WY
o any AN af

g o ey KO s Yo shaud 5% e

contams.
i aus Famiy T anangﬁ st will ot T nd to hEE congdensd SRS mey
e, S5 s, mansgns O watiies ad 847 gowntice. T erangemen ts

od Bieng fo7 U5

L e e 0 B cdoas abant ¥
sk with €U7 areangemenns fa¢¥

yau ke i vt it e amaumng al
o eG4 and audam\rr ors PR s Famwily Tm- i ivpartant e sy hEE e e nesd ok 10
yau o st 308 seducing tes® m\\ ey 3 2 R Frows d mm 0y uul\ln'v:wg-_'“\er.
. o need WEE now aat Fawity ToOE rangements asing for 9% m.iew'-\g 1 aq impacant part of ynderstanding
B upe s eeBnB s 1O parest gt 8¢ s, A e alvle 305 anges than Wit
e diffese ¢ ey engagement: su.rmne Jnouid weREH s warking 394 sosing ~ W nauhd be bk ¥
et thit WSS Jedmned and WS aratessions® aking aoticeaf it
i we S i et 3l

it Farilty Tme

Pl el us e WE wiill e 30 wﬂﬂﬂd
s gt the arcangement 's 'unnu ant.

wityat wee A0 o w3 s
ur imdas 2 0 e W

. Wtesp!d‘v l\ezdwh\w what the conaed quensed .y ace 308 ot wha i e caurt orders gty
e o Atten . This & ahauid e s peled uuthy'l\\ecd\lmavec'ba\\r ﬁwdiﬂn‘\wn\‘muiw\uhe

ou the b und:mndmg s you 1 froro 20T [ and ovhers w0 us, ahaut oU¢ exper
gipuaian® patare WE et with Y- e e u andersand E ceks forus T el 3 the smpact of hese
5 THINE snout 2U7 a8t nesds incloding euttuee, ath A, paith, sod SWI wihen aanning waut
ity us and 107 24 Faity Toe arvangements

- BB ppartant hat you phan well fatthe sreeing® with as.Don™ (oaive EAR s Soout
a0 wien we T et know U et s tR W can st BuiE2 csiianship WAL and aur MR i yau-

camity Time the st thing ¥

pak us ghaut the et a2 o vt~ sameshers peatesl T he hetter foe WS, u:ﬂi»'.nlaﬂ’ i e A wortied shaut

premsuT® framd parent
pe honest and epistt ha‘u'e\und ghat We will B g sbaut Familly THPE: Ty heds us prepate tod anfeult

coersatian

o g, Talsg
Nichipygs i
il s e e
i thi,
40 e ks

hie g




Z )il g,
@ hj\}lf{[é,‘/_y .

[ V7 —— /
b/ /’ o A4 48
b i i - § ;ﬁ
=W 1 e N
el s T LR
/4 A g
7 E T
&\%Lk"\

Quentin Blake



Voice of the Child in LFJB’s

Reeya and Olivia represented the FJYPB at
this year's national Family Justice Board
Conference.

+ Presentation on Safe Family Time
+ Workshop: Voice of the child in LFJB’s
+ Participated in a Q & A session &
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OTHER RECENT WORK

Judges writing to Cafcass - Guardians

children

FJYPB have been working
with the Nuffield and
Judiciary to create a ‘Judges
writing to children’ toolkit
with the aim of launching

this in January / February
2025.

Adoption England

FJYPB sharing experiences
of adoption and
relationships - to create
resources supporting adults
to understand the
importance of maintaining
relationships with people
they care about. Video to be
created early 2025.

Letters to IROs

We are working with Cafcass
to think about what
information children and
young people want their
Guardians to share with
their IROs at the end of
proceedings.
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VOICE OF THE CHILD

CONFERENCE 2025

Save the date

Thursday 315t July
2025

Virtual Event

@ Family Justice Young People’s

fJYPb
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