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Cafcass Performance Update – Appendix 2 

Public Law – Care Workload Flow 

 

  

NB. Care closures in the most recent two months are not all concluded due to closure procedures and awaiting court 

orders – illustrated by the dotted line on the graph 
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The above graph displays rolling year averages for care application demand and closures, as a supplement to the 

individual month figures. The rolling year average evens out the seasonal variations and helps to highlight longer term 

trends. 

Demand increase/decrease during YTD 2017-18 (April to Oct 2017) 

 

Care Application Demand and Rates per 10,000 Children 
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Notes: 
1. Figures in the above table and graph are provided from the Cafcass national case management systems (CMS and ECMS) as well 
as the ONS. The units of measurement are A) care applications upon receipt from the court and entry into the database by Cafcass 
and B) the child population (0-17) as estimated by ONS based on 2012 population projection. 
2. The calculated figures are multiplied by 10,000 to obtain tangible units and therefore represent the applications per 10,000 child 
population. 
3. Child population figures are provided by Local Authority and have been repackaged geographically into Cafcass service area. 
4. ECMS is a live system, continually updated and is subject to change when further updates are made. Data from CMS is a static 
snapshot on the day it ceased to be a live database, 11th July.  
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During 2017/18 (Apr-Oct), 11,054 Public cases have been received, this is a increase of 0.2% (24 cases) on the same 

period last year.  However, compared to same period in 2015-16, Public Law cases have increased by 16.6% (1,576 

cases). 
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Care applications received Number per 10,000 children

2015-16
9,478

2016-17
11,030

2017-18, 
11,054

Total Public Law Case Demand YTD


