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Voice of the Child



Celebrating 10 
years of the 

FJYPB!









What we 
would like 
from the 
next 10 
years

Working with military families 
more.

I would also like to see a 
more diverse Cafcass Board.

To grow and grow. To 
champion change and make a 

positive input or the 
thousands.

I hope the FJYPB works more 
on helping eradicate 

unconscious / conscious 
biases and microaggressions 

in family justice. 

Make more books and reach 
out to young people. 

In the following years of the 
FJYPB I want them to reach 
out to more and all children 

across the UK who are in 
difficult times and need 

support. 



TOP TIPS

FJYPB Top Tips are now available in the top 10 
languages spoken by families who work with 
Cafcass! These are:
- Polish (Poland)
- Urdu (Islamic Republic of Pakistan)
- French (France)
- Turkish (Turkey)
- Gujarati (India)
- Arabic (Egypt)
- Spanish (Spain)
- Italian (Italy)
- Russian (Russia)
- Bangla (Bangladesh)

We have also created two new Top Tips 
resources:

• A guide for shared care
• Supporting children and young people’s 

mental health



FJYPB 
Communications

The business case for our very own 
FJYPB website has been approved! 
We would like to say a big THANK 

YOU to Cafcass for all your help and 
support with this project.



FJYPB 
and 

Cafcass





• Case - replaced with child’s case, child’s story or child’s journey

• Case plan – to be replaced with Child’s Plan

• Case file - to be replaced with child’s file or children’s file

• Caseload - to say I have responsibility for a number of families / I

have a number of families I am working with

Sibling - this to be replaced with brother or sister. This includes half-
brother/sister and step-brother/sister.

The word ‘sibling’ may need to be used initially in a court report to
explain to the court the relationship. However, we ask that throughout
the court report, file recording, emails and when speaking to the child or
other professionals that you then use the term brother / sister or even
better their name. Remember to ask the child how they refer to their
brothers and sisters so that you can refer to them in the same way.



TOTALLY BUSTED – ‘Problem child’ 

Replace this with an explanation of what the child is struggling with and

how the child may be feeling and their response to this. Consider who the

problem is for – is the child causing problems for themselves or

someone/something else? Use this information to explain what the child

is experiencing, not to label them as the problem.

Also consider other phrases similar to this that could be hurtful for a child

to read, such as ‘putting themselves at risk’ or ‘beyond parental control.’

Labels are for jars, 

not for people!



BUSTED WITH EXPLANATION – ‘Party’

Think about how to explain this word in a child friendly way.

For example, a party is someone who is formally involved in

the court process. Tell me who these people are.

Consider other legal words that might also need to be

explained to me, such as applicant or respondent. These

words should only be used at the beginning of a report and

afterwards only refer to people by their names or relationship

with me.

A party should be something 

to celebrate and enjoy!



Coming 
Up…

Cafcass 20th Anniversary Event – We are very much 
looking forward to speaking at the Cafcass live virtual 
event on 27 October to celebrate 20 years of Cafcass and 
our work together over the years.

The President’s Conference – FJYPB members Lisa, 
Andrew and Katie will be presenting on mental health 
and the wellbeing of children and young people in family 
proceedings at the Presidents Conference in 
Northamptonshire on 21st October.

Social Work England – Following a workshop in June on 
Continuing Professional Development, we have been in 
regular contact with Social Work England to discuss how 
we can work together to include the perspective of 
children and young people in their work. 

FDAC Workshop – On 1st November, we will be hosting a 
workshop with representatives from a Family Drug and 
Alcohol Court to produce a guide for children and young 
people who become involved with FDACs.



Our 
challenges 

to you

Our busted words are 
removed from Cafcass 

communications.

For Cafcass Board 
members to consider 

how they use the values 
of Together in their work.

The Cafcass Board to 
identify their three top 

priorities for the FJYPB to 
work with Cafcass on.



Contact us
FJYPB@cafcass.gov.uk


