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Appendix 3: FJYPB glossary  

Glossary - what things mean 
 
Sometimes it can be confusing when we hear words and phrases that we do not 
understand. Here are a few of the more commonly used terms and words that you might 
hear about during your family court case.  
 

Using this colour key you can see what section each term is from. 

Services Types of Contact 

People Involved Types of Court Report 

Court Decisions Law 

 
Adjournment – A decision made by the Family Court to hold the court hearing at another time 

because things are not ready or people need more time to do something.  

Adoption Order – A type of order made by the Family Court which transfers parental 

responsibility to new, adoptive parents and means that a child or young person is no longer legally 

the child of their birth parents. It allows them to start a new family.  

Application – This is how a person asks the Family Court to help them.  

Barrister – A legally trained person who advises people going through the Family Court and 

speaks for them in court hearings.  

Children and Family Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass) – This is an organisation 

which works with children and young people and their families and then advises the Family Court 

on what it considers to be in the best interests of each and every child.  

Cafcass Worker - Depending on what the Family Court have ordered Cafcass to do, the Cafcass 

worker can be named one of two things: a family court advisor or a children’s guardian (for 

more detail look for their descriptions).  

Care Order – An order made by the Family Court when the local authority can prove that a 

child or young person living in their area is not being looked after properly.  

Case Management Conference – This is a hearing where the major issues for a child or young 

person are talked about and the judge sets out how the Family Court case is going to proceed. 

Child Arrangements Order – When people can’t agree on where a child might live or who they 

should see, the Family Court might be asked to decide. The judge will look at what is best for 

the child or young person and make a decision setting out what people must do. This replaces 

what used to be called contact and residence or custody which you may have heard about.  

Children’s Guardian - Sometimes when the problems within a family are really difficult then the 

Family Court will ask for a children’s guardian to help them. The children’s guardian is an 

independent person who is there to keep the court focused on what is best for the child or young 

person. They will also appoint a solicitor to act for the young person in court.  


